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Water treatment system in Bally being evaluated
Officials are concerned
after low levels of a
solvent are detected.
Customers wiil be
offered bottled water
until an alternative
source is found,

r **«» ttuff"

The federal Environmental
Protection Agency is evaluat-
ing the Bally municipal water
treatment system because low
levels of a solvent were found
in drinking water.

The solvent, called 1,4-diox-
ane, which tb« EPA, suspects
roav came cancer, doe« not
pnse an immediate health
threat at the levels that were
detected, EPA officials said.

But tb« agency ha* concern*
about tang-term exposure.

EPA officials said they are
working with Bally and «tat«
officials and American House-
hold Inc., the entity that treats
the Bally water supply, to iden
tify an alternative source or
drinking water for Hie bor-
ougb.

In the meantime, American
Household has offered to pro

Public sesfttons
of the Environmental Protection Agency and ott>

er groups wrti hold a pubic meting Wednesday to discuss water-
quatty Fssues in Bat/.

The meeting is s«1 tor 6:30 to 8:30 p.m. at the Bally Firehouse.
537 CotBtmit St.

ResWwits also can vrcit 0>e Ira halt eartl«K Wednesday to Ifltor'-
maty talk with UWM reprosentatons. SesiKV>5 wnf be h«td from 10
a.m. to noon and bom 1 30 to 4;30 p.m.

vide bottled water to cus-
tomers who hav« concerns, of-
ficials said. The company is <te
velopingplans to distribute the
water.

Tbe chemical 1,4-dioxane is
used as a decreasing «gent and
as a stabilizer for more volatile
chlorinated solvents, such as
trichloroethane, or TCA. It is

present In household product*
such «• paint, varnish and de-
grease rs.

EPA samples show that 1.4-
dloxane is present at a concen-
tration of about 20 to 60 parts
par billion. Tbe EPA «rould
consider the chemical a health
threat if levels oxceeded flOO
parts per billion

Tbe federal SuperfUnd pro
gram, however, has a cleanup
goal of 6 parts per billion.

The chemical cannot be re
moved from water with the
treatment method use<J by the
Bal ly water system.

City man sentenced
in academy assault

By Hally Henaan appropriate.
"You do have

A Berks Coui;ty judxe Friday
called the state sentencing
guideline Inadequate when im-
posing a nine- to 23-month sen-
tence on a former New Morgan
Academy counselor convicted
of sexually assaulting a teen in
the far. in-

to pay the
price," Uebenman said. "If yv>u ^ \
come before me again, L>»UI Befl \J \J \
able tp sentence yo\AqfV'*m-'
feel is appropriate''

Gray said he was »ornf and
he just wanted to fo >inr^»


